
The Icebucketis currently on
the "hard" at the Brewer Pilot Point
Marina in Westbrook, CT, undergo-
ing a compete retrofit. As you can
see from the picture, she is down to
"bare metal" (actually bare fiber
glass) and will soon receive a new
coat of paint, a new name and a lot
more new goodies to get her sea-
worthy again.

In September 2000, Jack
Erhard from the Glacier Society res-
cued the Artic Survey Boat (ASB)
from the Baltimore Coast Guard
yard. He and some friends labored
over the remainder of 2000 into
2001 to get the ASB ready for a
cruise up the East Coast to NYC for
"Fleet Week" in May 2001, where
she was berthed next to the carrier
INTREPID and the destroyer

EDSON. She then sailed on to
Glacier Society headquarters in
Stratford, CT, and subsequently to
Westbrook and the Brewer Marina.
Jack is most appreciative of the help
he received during those months
from the USCG Station Baltimore
and the "John W. Brown" Liberty
ship, which gave him and his work
crew free berthing during their
many overnight trips to the boat.

The primary mission of the
Icebucketprogram is to build a
youth educational program
around her and focus upon educa-
tion and fund-raising. The
Icebucket experience would teach
kids how to work and drive the
ship. From September to May
each year, Icebucketand her com-
plement of Boy and/or Sea Scouts

would sail Long Island Sound and
perhaps traverse the Intercostals
waterway (ICW) to Ft.
Lauderdale, FL.

The educational mission
involves educating youth in boat
handling and navigational skills so
they qualify for Boat Operator's
Licenses (commonly known in the
Industry as a 6 Pack).  This allows
them to operate small watercraft
(45-60') and carry paying passen-
gers. Additionally, the mission is to
educate these students in marine sci-
ences and leadership skills as well as
the history of the ice operations of
the mother ship, the USS/USCGC
GLACIER to the polar regions of
the globe.

Donations of equipment, serv-
ices and cash from major donors are
critical to the eventual success of the
program. For example, The
Dometic Corporation, the largest
LBO firm in Sweden, has donated
the new heating and air-condition-
ing system for Icebucket. This funds
the cornerstone for the rebuilding
project. Dometic also is in a position
to provide additional needed equip-
ment, which includes microwave
ovens, marine heads, refrigerating
/freezer and various electrical items.

(continued on page 4)
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ARE WE BESET OR OUR WE
MANEUVERING?

"While I am Captain of this ship, we are
underway, maneuvering independently as
before, Mr. Koether, log it!" So said Captain
P.W. Porter, Jr. in February 1961 as Glacier
lay beset in pressure ice floes 25 to 45 feet
thick unable to wiggle more than a few inch-
es with all ten engines on the line running in
overload while the heeling system surged the
ship from side to side.

Many of you feel this project is stuck
now just as Glacier was in 1961. She got out
then and she will get out of MARAD now.
We are not beset at MARAD; we are operat-
ing independently on our own schedule! 

In the dark days of this past winter I
reminded myself of that exchange on the
Bridge, when the Navigator queried Captain
Porter, "should we consider entering into the
Log that we are BESET?"

Please read the book, "Ship of Gold;" it
will give you renewed courage and convic-
tion that we are about to succeed.  It is the
story of Tommy Thompson's struggle to
finance and raise the gold from the sunken
Central America. He struggled for years. He

did not give up! He and his team won against
all odds, just as we will. You will enjoy the
book; order it on-line at our ship's store
today.

Read this newsletter, and envision the
tens of thousands of volunteer man-hours
that have gone into the struggle to bring full
ship's service power throughout the ship, and
an operating Captains Galley aboard Glacier.
If you have not made the effort, you have lost
a great moment in Maritime History.
Participate now financially and physically by
volunteering for some contribution on ship or
ashore! Make sure your name reaches the
bronze plaque that will honor our volunteers
and supporters when the ship moves once
again!

Sincerely,

Ben Koether, Chairman

"The Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea" by Gary
Kinder, Vintage Books, a division of Random
House, In paperback

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Board of T rustees
Bernard G. Koether, II John A. Erhard, Jr.
Martin DeGrand Patrick Lennon, Esq.

Rosamond Cooper, Esq.
Management Board

Peter H. Barhydt    Capt. Ross Hatch, USN (Ret.)
Thomas C. Beck Bernard G. Koether, II
Rosamond Cooper, Esq. Patrick Lennon, Esq.  
Martin DeGrand RADM James E. Miller, USN SC, (Ret.)
Stuart Dye, Esq. Willits H. Sawyer, CFRE
John A. Erhard, Jr. LT USNR (Ret.)  Capt. Steve Soler, USNR (Ret.)

Rev. J. Perry Wooten  
Honorary Board

Bolling Byrd Clarke Capt. Philip W. Porter Jr., USN (Ret)
Robert Morris, ESQ Gerard R. Seeney, CPO USN (Ret.)

Col. Norman D. Vaughan, USA (Ret.)
Medical Board

Jonathan Fox, LT. USN (Ret.) - Chairman       
Bruce M. Becker, MD, MPH, FACP Carl M. Hild, MS
Norman F. Boas, MD Bernard G. Koether, II
Sandra Bogdon, DDS David J. Leffel, MD
Anthony Boschetti Jerri Nielsen, MD
Phillip Brewer, MD FACEP Andrew H. Rice, DPM, FACFAS
Deedee Cahill David A. Russell, DMD, MPH
Robert Chapman, DMD, MS        Gary Romeo, DMD
James Hanley, DMD, MS David A. Snyder, MD 
Jack Hickel, PhD, ABFP Kimberly Stevens, MD 

Science Board
Garrett W. Brass, Ph.D. - Chairman           

Anthony Amos, RA Judd A. Howell, PhD
Robert D. Ballard, PhD Amy Laventeur, PhD
Robert Bourke, USN William H. Littlewood, PhD
Robert Dinsmore Larry A, Mayer,  PhD
Robert Dunbar, PhD Jonathan E. Snow, PhD
Gary Franklin Susan Solomon, PhD
Art Grantz, PhD  James Q. Tierney-Holly, PhD

Financial Board
Jonathan E. Cole, Esq. Anthony Muller, PhD
Stuart Dye, Esq. Willits H. Sawyer, CFRE 
Mel Goodweather  Rev. J. Perry Wooten  

Public Relations Board
Lt. John Barell, USNR (Ret.)        Capt. Ross Hatch, USN (Ret.)
Beth Barhydt Judy Schalick
Peter H. Barhydt Peter Tebeau

CDR. Donald Epperson, USNR (Ret.)
Design and Building Board

Petteri Aaltokari Dave McMillan
Jan Erik Andersen Joseph F. Mearman, PE
Peter S. Anderson RADM James E. Miller, USN SC, (Ret.) 
Capt. Brian Basel, USCG (Ret.) Mark C. Oates, PE
Garrett W. Brass, PhD  RADM James E. Miller, USN SC, (Ret.) 
Guy Crepeau Capt. George B. Newton, Jr., USN (Ret.) 
John A. Erhard, Jr. LT USNR (Ret.) Mark Schultz
Gary Haberman Rick Shiling
Bernard G. Koether, II Roy Solingen
Richard Lockhart Carl Thiele
Frank Marciano, Jr. Jason Thomas
Mark McBride Gary Thompson
Sam McCann Haiping Wang

Bill Zierke
Education

Robert D. Ballard, PhD             Monika S. Byrd
Lt. John Barell, USNR (Ret.) Gary Franklin
Bruce Becker Rev. J. Perry Wootten

Congressional
Senator Barbara Boxer             Congressman J. Dennis Hastert
Senator Conrad Burns Senator Lisa Murkowski
Senator Christopher J. Dodd   Congressman Christopher Shays
Senator  Dianne Feinstein         Congressman Robert Simmons
Senator Joseph I. Lieberman       Congressman Mike Thompson

Congressman Don Young
AT LARGE BOARD OF ADVISORS
United S tates of America - General

Capt. C. William Baily, USCG (Ret.) Ronald LaMorte, CPA
Norman F. Boas, MD John B. Loehmann, CPA
Elbert M. Burr James R. McManus 
ADM James Calvert, USN (Ret)  Judy A. Rabkin, Esq.
Raymond Caldiero  Ed Rasmuson (Alaska)
Richard Chappell, PhD Donald H. Rullman
Stuart Dye, Esq. Capt. Brian Shoemaker, USNR (Ret)
James B. Echoff, CWO, USCG (Ret.) Gerald Seeney
Capt. Earl T. Ellis, Jr. USCG (Ret.) Hon. John E. Stripp
CDR. Donald Epperson, USNR (Ret.) Capt. P. R. Dick Taylor, USCG (Ret.)
Capt. Robert Farmer, USCG (Ret)  Louis Anthony Unger III
William Gray, USNR (Ret.) John Ward 

Col. Norman D. Vaughan, USA (Ret.)
Australia Falkland Islands

Sir Phillip Law Hon. Sukey Cameron
Canada

Paul Okalik Capt. Patrick Toomey, CCG (Ret.)
United Kingdom

Keith Holmes, Ph.D. - Chairman John Heap, PhD
Andrew Bellars William Mills
Danny Bonwitt Capt. Patrick A. Moloney
David Burkitt                                                    Keith Richards
Julian Dodds Robert H. Rutford
John Dudeney J. Barrie Shaw
Peter Fuchs Hon. Alexandra Shackleton
Bob Headland  Bernard Stonehouse, Ph.D. 

The Glacier and the
Society will be a seg -
ment in the History
Channel program titled
the "Bone Yard" to be
shown June 19th on the
History Channel. The
program will det ail the
life of the nation’ s great
machines and how they
are recycled. One seg -
ment will be on the steel
from the twin towers
becoming the Navy's
newest ship.

Glacier will be the clos -
ing segment describing
the history of the ship
and it s rebirth as
opposed to a melt down.

The noted Monte Markham and his film crew
came to shoot our volunteers at work in

January, for viewing on the History Channel
on June 19th
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HATS OFF TO THE SHIPBOARD VOLUNTEERS

All are welcome to volunteer, and no special skills or tools are required.
Visit our website at www.glaciersociety.org to fill out our online volunteer
form and a member of our staff with contact you with more information. 

BECOME A 
VOL UNTEER!

It is former crewmen like Dennis
Lautenbach of Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin,
who are keeping the dramatic legend of the
USS Glacier alive for those who served on
her and by teaching children and adults
about the ship's historic contributions to
our country.

Now 62, Lautenbach was a gunner's mate
and chaplain's assistant aboard Glacier from
1960 to 1962, when she was commissioned to
chart a 21-mile channel through Antarctica's
thick continental ice sheet to Little America as
part of Operation Deep Freeze.  

Lautenbach enlisted in the Naval
Reserves while he was in high school.
Following graduation in 1960, he began his
two-year tour of active duty.

For the last several years, he has been
sharing Glacier memories, victories, chal-
lenges and contributions with members of

school, civic and fraternal organizations,
museums, libraries, veterans' clubs and
church groups in his state.  

In his multi-media presentation,
"Operation Deep Freeze - Exploring
Antarctica's Phantom Coast," Lautenbach
relates the ship's assignment in the
Bellingshausen and Amundsen Seas and the
Eights Coast.  The late Admiral Richard E.
Byrd, famed explorer, dubbed the area the
"Phantom Coast."

During his Glacier tour, Lautenbach took
more than 1,000 photographs and has since
compiled them into a narrated slide presenta-
tion.  He shares with eager audiences the
excitement of the 22,000-mile, round-trip
expedition that completed the first successful
penetration of the Bellingshausen Sea.  

To accomplish the mission, Glacier cut
through ice 12 miles farther south than any

previous ship.  The voyage resulted in scien-
tists gleaning new knowledge of geography
and updating the world's charts of the Eights
Coast.

Lautenbach tells audiences, "We went
into parts of Antarctica that ships had been
unable to get into for 200 years."  He narrates
his program with personal descriptions and
memories of his service on Glacier. 

In the first two months of this year alone,
Lautenbach presented 12 programs to school
students, who delight in his accounts of rough
seas, thrilling landscapes, and sightings of
whales, seals and penguins.

Praise for Lautenbach's presentations was
voiced recently by officials of the Wisconsin
Maritime Museum, who cited his "respect for
the Navy, his strong faith in God and the priv-
ilege he felt serving his country."

Dennis Lautenbach S till Serving Glacier

GLACIER SOCIETY CONDUCTS ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
The Connecticut-based Glacier Society has

launched its annual international fund appeal to
restore and re-deploy the former USS/USCG
Glacier, once the flagship of renown Polar
explorer Admiral Richard E. Byrd.

With a new name - the MV(Merchant
Vessel) Glacier GB4 - the ship is being
redesigned and refitted to take on a bold new
mission:  to return to public service as a health
care delivery vehicle to provide critically need-
ed medical service to thousands of indigenous
peoples in the Arctic Basin.

Society Chairman, Bernard G. Koether II,
said the non-profit society is committed to help-
ing people in the eight circumpolar countries by
delivering medical care and supplies to remote
coastal regions, supporting polar medical and
environmental research studies related to cancer,
and conducting educational programs.

The ship has been moored in the Maritime
Administration's reserve fleet in Susian Bay, CA
for nearly two decades and has undergone consid-
erable repair and restoration in the last few years.
Plans are being implemented to relocate the ship to
a pier in San Francisco Bay for intense re-configu-
ration for its new Arctic service, a multi-million-
dollar project.

Since being organized six years ago, the
Glacier Society has garnered more than  6,000
supporters across the country and around the
world.  Many are Navy and Coast Guard per-
sonnel who served on the icebreaker during its
39 missions to the North and South Poles.

Koether pointed out, "To implement our new
mission, we decided to homeport the MVGlacier
GB4 in Anchorage, AL.  Our decision to make
Glacier a working ship has been embraced by those
who will benefit most:  the people of the north."

Support for the Glacier Society's restora-
tion project has been expressed by Dimitri
Philemonof, President and CEO of the Aleutian
Pribilof Islands Association, former Alaska Gov.
Walter J. Hickel and
Alaska U. S. Senator
Lisa Murkowski.

Through the
efforts of Connecticut's
U. S. Senators
Christopher J. Dodd
(D) and Joseph I.
Lieberman (D), and
U. S. Rep. Christopher
Shays (R), legislation
was passed, deeding the

ship to the Glacier Society.  The 2001 Defense
Authorization Bill included a provision authorizing
the Secretary of Transportation to transfer title of
the ship to the society.  President Clinton signed
the legislation in October 2000.

Built by the Ingalls Shipbuilding Corp.,
Pascagoula, MI, the Glacier was launched Aug.
27, 1954, and commissioned May 27,1955.
Considered a prototype in icebreaker construc-
tion, she was the free world's largest and most
powerful icebreaker, capable of breaking ice up
to 20 feet thick.  Navy service extended to June
30, 1966, when she was transferred to the Coast
Guard, serving until decommissioning in May
1987.

$ VALUE OF VOLUNTEERS (thru April 30, 2005)

$0.00
$100,000.00
$200,000.00
$300,000.00
$400,000.00
$500,000.00

Year 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Hours 1500 2500 3500 4500 3500

Dollars 150,000 250,000 350,000 450,000 350,000

1 2 3 4 5
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Restoration of the Icebucket (continued from Page 1)

Another major contributor is Brewer's Yacht
Yard in Westbrook, CT, whose labor and host-
ing contribution is significant in helping us
prepare the Icebucketfor this mission.

The Icebucket before she was stripped down to “bare metal”

Chick Michaud, Purchasing
Manager for all 18 Brewers 

Yards throughout the country

Rives Potts, General Manager, 
Brewers Marina

Can You Rename the Icebucket?
If you are old enough to remember

this TV show, you know that contest-
ants listened to one, two or more notes
and the one who could first "Name that
Tune" won!

Now, you can join our game and,
instead of naming that tune, we want
you to re-name the Icebucket.  We need
your help in finding a more appropriate
name... one that reflects her ice opera-
tions heritage, as well as one that moti-
vates young, new sai lors to come
aboard for future training cruises.  We
here in the Glacier Society office have
considered many possibi l i t ies, ones
that call forth her predecessor, the
Arctic Survey Boat, and ones that con-

sider her mission as a polar cruiser.
As you can read in the front-page

article of this newsletter, the Icebucket
is being refitted at the Brewer's Pilot
Point Marina in Westbrook, CT.  She
has been taken down to "bare metal"
(actually bare fiberglass, see pictures)
and will receive new paint, new engine,
new electronics and a new name! 

And what will you win? Well how
about this ...the winner will have his or
her name and mil itary rate/rank, if
applicable, engraved on a plaque to be
permanently mounted on the bulkhead
of the pilothouse! This plaque will be
forever available for all to see and
read.

So let your creative juices flow and
send in your suggestion to Gloria at
Glacier Society headquarters (glock-
ett@glaciersociety.org) by July 1,
2005 with your name, e-mail address
and how you would like to have your
name listed if your entry is picked. The
winning entry will be picked by the
Society Board of Directors and
announced Fall, 2005. 

Your plaque will be mounted in the
pilothouse in time for her initial shake-
down cruise scheduled for late summer,
early fall of 2005.

GOOD LUCK!

Other major contributors include Sherwin Williams Marine Paints who generously
donated exterior coatings and paints; and Kellogg Marine Supply. 

Currently, an additional $100,000 is needed to complete the entire overhaul.

Year One Object ives:

1. Launch Icebucketfully refurbished and refitted, ready for sea.  Conduct sea tri-
als.
2. Enlist support from leaders and students to man and serve on Icebucket.
3. Enlist support from Navy League Chapters on eastern seaboard.
4. Identify Marine Sciences instructors and enlist support in planning for marine sci-
ences courses during Year Two.
5. Take initial cruise down ICW.
6. Commence educational activities for Boat Operators' Licenses.
7. Prepare and implement Leadership curriculum.

So, what can you do to get involved? First ,  help us wi th the new name and
then, i f  you are an East Coast sai lor,  v is i t  the Icebucketin Connect icut  and
sign up for working on the boat,  or  send a f inancial  donat ion to the GLAC-
IER SOCIETY and help us complete th is mission.
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STOWAWAY TO LAKE VOST OK - By John Barell
In 1964, I lifted off from Williams

Field in a C-130 cargo plane for the
Russian base, Vostok, located at the
Point of Inaccessibility, the geographical
spot farthest from any Antarctic coast
line.  I was not listed on the flight mani-
fest, having been smuggled aboard by
Glacier's Executive Officer, LCDR
Swope.  My real goal was the Pole, but
that flight had been scrubbed, so I
jumped at the chance to fly deep into the
Antarctic polar plateau.  

When you look at a volcano such as
Erebus, the most southern active vol-
cano, you see it as a peaceful, snowy
breast silhouetted against the deep blue
Antarctic sky.     But, all active volca-
noes are the surface expression of earth's
deep molten turbulence.

What I didn't know then was that the
crater we now see at 12,451 feet is the
fourth in its geological history.
Shackleton noted that, as you climb
toward the summit, you encounter one
crater at 6,000 feet that is about six miles
in diameter and, on up toward the sum-
mit, there are two more, with the final
one composed "chiefly of fragments of
pumice."

Now, I wonder when Erebus formed,
how many millions of years ago? How
many other volcanoes lie beneath the
surface of the polar plateau in East or
West Antarctica?

After we landed at Vostok, I stood
atop 11,100 feet of the polar plateau
without realizing what lay beneath.  I
hurried inside and, with rudimentary
Russian, conversed with a glaciologist
who explained their process of drilling

down through the
ice to retrieve
core samples that
would tell us
what life was like
on the planet
more than
400,000 years
ago.

From his
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s
and drawings, I
was able to
understand that
each layer of the
core represents a
season of snow-
fall and whatever
was part of the
p r e c i p i t a t i o n :
including wind-
blown dust, ash,
a t m o s p h e r i c
gases, even
r a d i o a c t i v i t y.
From these cores,
we can infer the
impact of the
accumulation of
" g r e e n h o u s e
gases" like carbon
dioxide and make predictions about their
impact in the future.  One core dated
back to 160,000 years ago and showed
seasons of global warming and high lev-
els of these gases.  But back then, there
was no one burning "fossil fuels," so
where did all the carbon dioxide and
methane come from?  

What I also didn't know in 1964 was
that, hidden
beneath two
miles of
polar ice
cap, was a
lake the size
of Lake
Ontar io-140
miles long,
30 miles
wide and
3,000 feet
deep.

We now
think this
lake has
been in exis-
tence for 30

million years and, of course, it lies in
perpetual darkness.  Scientists from var-
ious countries have stopped drilling
down through the ice cap in order to
ensure that we will not contaminate the
water resulting from geothermic heating
within the ice.  

What will we find when we sample
Lake Vostok's waters? 

It is very likely that, once we dip
into the lake, we will find a variety of
life forms (we already know there are
bacteria present), perhaps life similar to
the extremophiles that exist in total dark-
ness near the spreading tectonic plates
deep within the Pacific and Atlantic
Oceans.  Such life forms (over 200 vari-
eties) near the sulfide chimneys derive
energy, not from sunlight, but from
chemical processes known as chemosyn-
thesis.

Lake Vostok may give us clues to life
beyond earth, in our solar system, for
example in Jupiter's moon, Europa, also
covered by a thick layer of ice.

In what other extreme environments
might we find life in our solar system?

Mount Erebus, Antarctica
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As a 19-year-old kid fresh out of
Damage Control School in 1973, little did I
know what adventures were in store for me
as I boarded Glacier for the first time.

All my friends in school could not
believe I was being transferred to an ice-
breaker. When I told them Glacier was my
first pick of duty stations, they all thought
I was crazy. Why in the world would you
want to be stationed on an icebreaker, they
questioned. It's not just any icebreaker, I
remember saying to them, it's the
Glacier…the largest icebreaker in the
world!

Looking back on it now, I can't imagine
being stationed anywhere else. I had heard
about the Glacier from a friend who had been
transferred from her, and was just graduating
from Damage Control School. From the
moment I heard about Big Red, I knew I
wanted to sail on her! I ended up making four
trips on Glacier, AWS-73, DF-74, DF-75 and
AWS-75. I sailed with a lot of great people,
some of whom I still stay in touch with to this
day.

One of our favorite spots to hang out
onboard was the flight deck. On a ship 309
feet long and with a crew of about 225 peo-
ple, there wasn't much space to move
around a lot. This is what made the flight
deck so attractive to us.  

On that first north trip, we hit some
rough seas just off the Washington coast.
We were taking some 55-degree rolls.
While most of the crew was busy either
securing equipment and supplies to keep
them from rolling all over the place, or
turning green and hugging on to their heave
buckets, a few of my buddies and I were up
on the flight deck playing. Even though all
outside weather decks were secured, we
wanted to experience the stormy weather
from topside.  

We would time the ship's rolls so that,
when she was on an even keel, we would run
about 15 or 20 feet to the nearest tie-down
hole and hang on for dear life while Glacier
continued on her roll. When she came back on
even keel again, we would get up and run to
another tie-down hole. The water was com-
pletely covering the fantail and pretty close to
reaching up to the flight deck. We could very
easily have been swept overboard and never
been seen nor heard from again had we not
kept a good grip on those tie-down holes!

On the south trips, while sailing in the
calm, glass-like seas of the South Pacific,
we would have jam sessions up on the
flight deck. A couple of the guys would

bring their guitars and we would sing along
to the sweet music. You can't imagine how
peaceful it was, with the warm night
breezes blowing gently, and the rumble of
Glacier's huge Fairbanks - Morse diesels in
the background, and the stars in the sky so
plentiful and so close that you could almost
reach up and touch them. 

Sometimes, we would just lie there and
stare up into the night sky. Every once in a
while, we would see something up there that
had us wondering what it was…(maybe a
shooting star, or a satellite?) There was some-
thing very hypnotic about the whole experi-
ence. If we were out at sea for quite a while,
we would eagerly anticipate our next port-of-
call, whether it be Hawaii, Tahiti, or New
Zealand, all beautiful islands.

Everyone's heard about land fever; well,
I'm here to tell you that it's a fact. You can
actually smell land a long time before you can
see it. I remember being very excited and
staying up all night waiting to catch a first
glimpse of land while steaming into Hawaii.
Finally, at about 0400 hours, Diamond Head
appeared on the horizon, jutting out of the
water like a huge oasis in the desert, (could it
be a mirage?)  When we left those ports-of-
call, we were always sad to leave, but in a
way, glad to be back on the high seas again,
ready for the next adventure.

One time, near the Equator, our AC units
went out. Man, was it ever hot! Forget about try-
ing to sleep in the berthing area. The minute you
laid down, you were covered in sweat. I took my
pillow and headed out to, (you guessed it), the
flight deck. It was warm up there too, but at least
there was a breeze. 

A-gang worked around the clock to get
those AC units up and running, and I must
admit, they were operational in no time at all.
(Evidently, the boys in A-gang couldn't take
the heat, either).

It was so hot around the Equator that
we had to put out stack fires on a regular
basis. An out-of-control fire onboard ship
can be deadly, and is something that every
sailor fears. As a Damage Controlman, that
was one of my many responsibilities. Put
on the OBA(oxygen breathing apparatus),
break out the hoses and head to the smoke
stacks.

All the passageways on the main deck
would fill with smoke. Thankfully, those
stack fires were easy to bring under control
and we would quickly extinguish them. 

The actual crossing of the Equator was
quite a spectacle. Everyone has heard about
the rites of passage, those initiations that

transform a sailor from a mere pollywog
into one of the mighty shellbacks, no
longer to be scorned and ridiculed. I can't,
under any circumstances, divulge any of
the details of those initiations, even now,
for fear of retribution from King Neptune
himself. Let's just say they were brutal,
very brutal, and leave it at that.  

Swim call was always fun. That's
where they cut the engines and let everyone
jump in the water and swim around for a
while. One day, they announced swim call
would be held at 1300 hours. There was a
bunch of us guys up on the quarterdeck
waiting for the announcement and, finally,
it came; "Now 1300 hours, swim call, now
1300 hours, swim call".  

Then a, crowd of 50 or so sailors
would jump, dive, or cannonball overboard
into the ocean. Well, they cut the engines
all right, but Glacier was still drifting and,
before you knew it, there were 50 sailors in
the water watching Glacier drift away.
Some of the guys started to panic, but, for-
tunately, I was a good swimmer and told
one buddy, "hang on to me; I'll keep you
afloat." They had to drop one of the small
boats into the water, dragging a long sec-
tion of hawser to snatch everyone out of the
water. Luckily, we didn't lose anybody.

Even when we hit the ice fields of the
frigid waters of the Antarctic continent, we
would congregate up on the flight deck. A
couple of friends and I started playing
"kick the can" up there. We would crush
soda pop cans and tape them up with elec-
trician's tape, then kick them around. Soon,
more crew members started joining us and,
before you knew it, we had organized
teams, complete with crude nets that we
fabricated. We gave the goalies brooms
and, finally, we all grabbed brooms and
taped them up too, to make them more
rigid. 

We had some very competitive broom
hockey games up there. You could really
whip a shot at the goalie. He had plenty of
protection though, all bundled up in his
foul weather gear, with his big arctic mit-
tens and moon boots. 

One day, our ship's helicopters were get-
ting ready for a re-con flight and, as soon as
they fired up those engines, all the straw
broom bristles started flying around and get-
ting sucked up into the turbines. They had to
shut down flight quarters until they cleaned
up the flight deck. Needless to say, that was
the end of our broom hockey days!

(continued on page 9)
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"PASS THE EXPOSURE MEDICINE!"  Adventures on the
Greenland Cruiser , 1959-61 - By Ross Hatch, GLACIER Historian

The Greenland Cruiser was one of several
boats that GLACIER carried.  It was specifical-
ly designed for hydrographic and survey work in
the Polar Regions and was 36 feet long and
made of 2 1/2 inch oak.  As I remember, it car-
ried about six people, had bunks, a head and a
galley.  The helm and engine control was inside
the cabin.  It was said it could break through at
least a foot of ice, and I saw it break 9" of ice.

While in the pack ice at McMurdo Sound in
December 1959, the Greenland Cruiser was
used to inspect the ship's propellers, using a glass
bottom box.  As we had suspected from the
vibration, the heavy ice encountered in breaking
the 20-mile channel had resulted in one bent and
one broken blade on the port propeller and all
three bent on the starboard propeller.  (This was
not unexpected, and replacement blades were
awaiting us in New Zealand.)

On our way out of the Bellinghausen and
Amundsen Sea in March 1961, we headed up
the Inland Passage, on the western side of the
Antarctic Peninsula.  We proceeded north up the
Neumayer Channel, across DeGerlache Strait
and into Paradise Bay.   The Greenland Cruiser
delivered some cargo to the Chilean Gonzales
Vidella base and picked up two scientists for a
ride home.  Then, we had a chance to explore the
Bay and gather rock samples (for the scientists
and my sister's college science thesis) and to
observe the behavior of several seals.

The next day, we headed for Penguin
Island, which is off King George I Island
(English name), or 25 of May Island (Argentine
name), a spot we had visited the year before.
The route took us through the DeGerlache
Straits again.  Foggy weather prevented us from
the planned visit to the island, so we decided to
go into Admiralty Bay, at King George I Island.

Admiralty Bay is an excellent, well-protected
harbor that was used until 1930 as a harbor for
whaling operations.  The British had a weather
station there that they used in 1960-61 for a geo-
graphic survey station, but they had left about a
month before our arrival.

The next morning, Phil Smith (GLACIER
First Lt., not the NSF leader), Ed Mott and I
went out in the Greenland Cruiser with some of
the observers, but when we reached the beach
near the station, we found the beach was too
shallow for us to land.  We returned to the ship
to pick up a small rowboat.  As we left the ship,
the wind rose, and we couldn't head directly for
the beach because of the swell.  After we had
gotten about a mile away, GLACIER directed us
to return. 

The wind was up to 60 knots, and we were
unable to bring the boat alongside, so we made
fast to a line out the stern and just hung on. After
an hour or so bouncing around, the weather
c l e a r e d
enough for us
to head in to
the beach
again, dis-
charge our
passengers and
then cruise the
area.  We went
up to a small
i c e b e rg ,
chipped some
rock out of one
side and then it
was time to
pick up the
beach party.  I
went ashore

briefly to get some more stones and a whale
bone. 

As we headed back to the ship, we found
that we had been cruising around in the lee of the
shore, and there was a very stiff breeze blowing.
Again, we tied up to the ship's stern and man-
aged to off-load the passengers, using the Jacob's
ladder.  It was still too rough and windy to hoist
the boat, so we streamed on a line from the stern
while GLACIER steamed at anchor.

The ship provided us some sandwiches and
the doctor sent down some exposure medicine
(also known as medicinal alcohol) via a line.
After a couple of hours, the weather settled
down, and Ed Mott and I climbed back onto
GLACIER.  Smitty and his boat crew came
alongside and we hoisted the boat aboard and,
aside from everyone being cold and wet to the
skin, we were OK.  We found out that the winds
had gusted to 75 kts; no wonder we were having
problems!

GREETINGS, GLACIER SOCIETY VOLUNTEERS…
AS ALWAYS, WE NEED YOUR HELP!

The Glacier Society is planning to host a
booth at the Society of Naval Architects &
Marine Engineers' (SNAME) Maritime
Technology Conference & Expo and Ship
Production Symposium Oct. 19-21 in Houston,
TX, and we need volunteers to staff our booth!

Your time and energy will be needed for as
much or as little time as you are willing to pro-
vide in greeting delegates and guests from
across the country, while spreading the word of
the Glacier's goal and mission.

We hope that you will be able to volunteer
some time on any or all three days of this pres-
tigious gathering in Houston.

Please check your schedule and email to
glockett@glaciersociety.org or call 203-380-
3466 to let us know when you will be available.

DEEP FREEZE CRUISE BOOKS
The Glacier Society is still looking for dona-

tions of cruise books from Operation Deep Freeze.
The books, or copies gleaned from the orig-

inals, will be stored in the Society's archives for
future reference, according to Society chairman
Bernard G. Koether II.

Operation Deep Freeze I was the codename
for a series of scientific expeditions to Antarctica
in 1955-56.  The expeditions were followed by the
International Geophysical Year (IGY) in 1957-58,

a collaborative effort by 40 countries to carry out
earth science studies from the North Pole to the
South Pole and at points in between.

The United States, Great Britain, France,
Japan, Norway, Chile, Argentina and the U.S.S.R.
agreed to go to the South Pole.  Their goal was to
advance world knowledge of Antarctic hydrogra-
phy and weather systems, glacial movements and
marine life. 

Cruise books on file at the Glacier Society
headquarters include: Operation Deep Freeze
Phase I, 1955-56; Phase II, 1956-57; Phase III,
1957-58, 1973, 1979, l980, l985, l986 and 1987.

For further information or to donate a Deep
Freeze cruise book, call the Glacier Society at
203-375-6638.



Thank you for your continued support! Please consider making a contribution
today! W e are in the home stretch and could use your support today!! 
Visit our website at www .glaciersociety .org to fill out a donation form.
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Harrison Brothers Contributes to

A MISSION OF MERCY
MarineNews , March 2005

Every once in a while a truly unique
marine story comes along:  one where a
shipyard is giving back not to the com-
munity in which it is located, but to the
world.  Such is the case right now at
Harrison Brothers Shipyard in Mobile,
Ala.  The company had donated dock
space and shipyard services to the
Caribbean Mercy, one of three vessels of
the Mercy Ships fleet that bring desper-
ately needed medical care to the poorest
of the poor in Central America and
Africa.

The Caribbean Mercy is at Harrison
Brothers for engine repair, restocking
and other repairs.  The 272-ft. vessel
specializes in bringing the precious gift
of sight to those who badly need it.  "We
thought this was an area where we could
make a difference to a dedicated group
of volunteers bringing help to very needy
people," said Mark Tate, director of new
business development for Harrison
Brothers.  "We are ship repair specialists
and we happen to have dock space avail-
able and can supply shipyard support for
this organization," Tate added.

"Our mission is to bring both hope
and healing to the poor, regardless of
race, gender or religion," said Udo
Kronester, executive director of the
Caribbean Mercy.

The Caribbean Mercy uses volun-
teers to run the vessel.  There are bunks
for up to 87 persons and there are many
families onboard who have stateroom
accommodations.

There is a multi-national crew and
staff and the operation uses land-based
teams to supplement the staff.  Many of
the volunteers are short term, signing on
for two weeks up to a year and many
have made a long-term commitment to
the program.

The medical staff is typically not

on the boat in a permanent capacity but
meets the ship to an area to donate their
skills for several weeks.  For example
the Caribbean Mercy was in the Puerto
Castilla, Honduras area during the
September-December, 2004-time period.
During this time, the medical crew easi-
ly filled up a seven-week surgery sched-
ule performing 176 surgeries, mostly
cataract operations.  They also dispensed
989 pairs of glasses.  The dental team
was also busy seeing an average of 20
patients a day performing a total of
3,017 procedures.  An orthopedics team
performed four weeks of surgery in a
regional hospital.  Community
Development and Outreach teams go into
the countryside and teach villagers how
to purify water and counsel on AIDS pre-
vention.  Since Mercy Ships is a
Christian-based organization, a part of
their mission is counseling local prison-
ers and offering inmates English classes
and prayer sessions.  Purifying water can
be done by mixing seeds of the Marine
Tree, found locally, with unclean water.
The seeds absorb the containments.  The
seeds are removed from the water and it

is then packaged in clear plastic bottles
where UV radiation from the sun sani-
tizes it to a drinkable standard.  "We
can't be on site all of the time so a lot of
our work is helping teach the local popu-
lations how to lead more healthier lives
through improved sanitation practices
and better personal hygiene," Kronester
added.  Other activities on a typical visit
may include drilling fresh water wells
and helping the local residents improve
infrastructure such as schools.  The
Caribbean Mercy was built in 1952 in
Aalborg, Denmark as a car ferry and is
powered by a MAK 3,670 hp diesel
engine.  The Mercy Ships fleet also
includes the Anastasis, a large 500-ft.
long vessel that works mainly in Africa.
The enthusiasm of the Mercy Ships
organization is quite infectious," Tate
said "and is one of the reasons why we
are glad to assist them."  Almost the
entire organization is volunteer and the
company is recognized by the IRS as a
tax-exempt 501 c (3) charity.  ---  Larry
Pearson

Reprinted with permission
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Now, we learn that Norman Vaughan, veteran
dog sled driver with Admiral Byrd in 1928 who led
teams of drivers during the Battle of the Bulge and
participated in 13 Iditarod sled races in Alaska, is
preparing to make another assault upon Mt.
Vaughan to celebrate his 100th birthday this
December 2005.  

Vaughan has already climbed the 10, 302-foot
mountain named for him by Admiral Byrd on one
previous occasion in 1994.

Recently Vaughan remembered his earlier
climb:

"I climbed Mount Vaughan for the first time
just before my 89th birthday. I was very glad to be
the first person to climb it. It's a very rugged moun-
tain. There are long glaciers on both the north and
south sides. I am planning to climb the south gla-
cier, which has anywhere between a 30- and 50-
degree slope. It is mandatory to rope up because
there are many crevasses, and if you slip into a cre-
vasse, you might never come out. Most likely, we
will take the same route, but the details haven't
been finalized yet. I will have six guides, plus a
doctor and a nurse at the base. I will have my first
taste of champagne ever at the summit. I've never
had a drink in my life. Well, only at the altar when
I took communion." (As told to Claire Antoszewski
at http://www.nationalgeographic.com/adven-
tur e/0504/excerpt5.html)

What intrigues us about this story is how it
almost never came about. Vaughan's young life (at
age 23) as a dog sled driver almost ended in the
dead of the Antarctic winter at Little America,
Byrd's frontier outpost buried within the Ross Ice
Shelf at the Bay of Whales.  

In 1928, Vaughan was one of several dog sled
drivers with Cdr. Byrd.  The leader of the drivers
was one Arthur Walden, an older man who became
visibly angry at Vaughan during the expedition,

perhaps for a variety of reasons.  Vaughan and his
comrades (dubbed the "Three Musketeers" -
Goodale and Crockett, both from Harvard) soon
learned the art of driving dogs over the ice and
became increasingly independent of Walden.

Byrd aggravated the situation by assigning
Vaughan jobs that could or should have gone to
Walden, "such as being the driver on the trip to set
the location for Little America." (Vaughan, 1990,
p. 57). Later, Byrd "announced that Goodale,
Crockett and I would go out with Larry Gould's
geological party when the sun came back to
Antarctica."  This was, obviously, a very presti-
gious assignment to lead the geologists to the
Queen Maud Mountains due south of Little
America. Walden was probably seething at the per-
sonal slight.

Vaughan explains: "By constantly volunteer-
ing, I soon had a wider range of experience on the
ice than Walden. In my eagerness to know every-
thing about this strange land, I worked
hard, asked questions and learned
fast." (p. 60) Vaughan was younger
than Walden, stronger and "took the
initiative."

Eventually, Walden revealed that
he had a loaded pistol and was out to
get Vaughan, according to another
driver, Braathen.  "In a closed environ-
ment like ours, the word spread quick-
ly through whispers and confidential
conversations that Walden was packing
a gun."

Vaughan's self-preservation strat-
egy was first to jump Walden, but
Braathen feared that, even with a large
number of men, such a move would
enflame a dangerous situation.

So, the ever-resourceful Norman

Vaughan decided upon another strategy - he
escaped to the surface of the Ross Ice Shelf,
pitched a tent, crawled inside with his sleeping bag
and slept out in the cold darkness of -40 tempera-
tures during the sunless Antarctic winter. After
Walden was relieved of the gun, Vaughan persisted
in putting his safety first by enduring all manner of
winter storms and temperatures that once dropped
to -73 degrees.  "I continued to hide out and sleep
in my tent for two months," moving the location of
his tent, out beyond one of the three 70-foot radio
towers every other night, like a man in deep hiding.

Norman Vaughan's grit, determination and
wily survival skills have kept him alive and ready
to conquer his mountain one more time, on his
100th birthday.

Norman Vaughan, 1990, With Byrd at the
Bottom of the World, Harrisburg, PA: STACK-
POLE BOOKS, pp. 55-64.

NORMAN VAUGHAN'S ESCAPE FROM DEA TH
- By Charles M. Farley

Norman Vaughan, at age 88, just before his
ascent of Antarctica's Mount Vaughan, named

for him in 1929 by Richard Byrd.

There were huge seagull-like scav-
enger birds called skuas that used to fol-
low the ship down in the ice, waiting for
the scraps of leftover food to be dumped
over the side. They would gulp them
down without even chewing. I got a
crazy notion one day to catch one of
those skuas. I tied a length of string
around a piece of meat and tossed it up
into the air.

Sure enough, one of those huge birds
snagged it and gulped it right down. All
I had to do was haul in the string, and
bingo, I had a skua in my arms, flapping
his wings like crazy. I finally got him
wrapped up in one of my buddy's coats

and was ready for stage two of my mis-
chievous prank. I went down the star-
board passageway through officer's
country, opened the door to the officer's
mess and turned that big bird loose in
there, just as all the officers were sitting
down for dinner.  

I found out later from a couple of
stewards who worked in the officer's
mess that there was quite a commotion
caused in there that day! I only wish I
could have been there to see it. To this
day, I don't think the officers had any
idea who was responsible. Well, if
they're reading this article, now they
know. Sorry, guys, but it was all in good

fun! 
Well, I hope you've enjoyed my ani-

mated stories of life aboard Big Red; one
had to be there to be able to appreciate
how we lived and some of the things that
we experienced. Even now, after all
these years, just thinking about those
wonderful days makes me realize how
lucky I was to be able to be a part of
Glacier's fabled and glorious history.

I look forward to the day when
Glacier will be fully operational and ply-
ing the high seas again. I would very
much like to walk her well worn decks
once more, and I believe I can still hear
her calling, "Follow Me". 

USCGC Glacier - The Flight Deck - (continued from page 6)
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glockett@glaciersociety.org
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General Membership 
Participation in the General Membership pro-
gram entitles you to society membership in
one of the categories listed below. Dues are
payable in full.

The Glacier Club
Benefits include the Icebreaker Newsletter,
free admission to the ship, a 10% discount at
the ship store, news pertaining to ship
reunions, a membership kit, and eligibility for
restoration participation and voyages. 

O $25 Retired Military (Any Branch)
O $35 Retired Military and Family
O $40 Active Duty Military
O $50 Active Duty and Family
O $50 Faculty Members & Students 
O $100 General Public Individual
O $125 General Public and Family

The Plank Owners' Club
Plank Owners will receive a $35 Gift
Certificate to the Ship Store in addition to
Glacier Club benefits.

O $250 Plank Owner Silver
O $500 Plank Owner Gold
O $1,000   Plank Owner Platinum

The Polar Explorers' Club
In addition to Glacier Club benefits, Polar
Explorers receive Invitations to Annual
Meetings, Invitations to Expeditions, and a
Distinctive Jacket with Emblems. Polar
Explorers will  also receive a $200 Gift
Certificate to the Ship Store.

O $2,000 Polar Mariner
O $5,000 Polar Pioneer
O $10,000 Polar Adventurer
O $25,000 Polar Explorer 

The Flag Rank Club
Please speak with one of our trustees about
attaining lifetime Admiral status.

The Crew Club Membership
The dues for the Crew Club Membership pro-
gram are payable in monthly, quarterly, semi-
annual or annual installments and entitles you
to Glacier Club benefits.

Personal Information

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________

Home   Phone: (_____)   _______   -  __________

Business Phone: (_____)   _______   -  __________

Email: ________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________

Date: _______________________

Billing Information

Name as it appears on the card: ___________________________________

Card Number: _________________________________________________

Card Type:  MC __  Visa __  Exp. Month  ____ Year ____

Billing address if different

Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________

I Would Like to Make a Donation

__ I would like to make a monetary contribution in the amount of: $________

__ I would like to make a contribution other than monetary.  Please specify:
______________________________________________________

__ Enclosed is a check for my contribution.
__ Please bill my credit card as indicated above

All gifts provided to the Glacier Society originating as ACH transactions comply with U.S. law.

(For Office Use Only) _______________________

G l a c i e r  S o c i e t y
M e m b e r s h i p  A p p l i c a t i o n

THE GLACIER SOCIETY
PO BOX 1419 BRIDGEPORT, CT 06601

905 HONEYSPOT ROAD STRATFORD, CT 06615
TELE: 203-375-6638
FAX: 203-386-0416

www.glaciersociety .org

 



Glacier Society
PO Box 1419

Bridgeport, CT 06601
(203) 375-6638 or

(866) ICE PLAY (423-7529)    TOLL FREE


